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      Minutes of SPTUG Meeting 

Wednesday 30th July 2026 5.30 p.m. 

The Fan Museum Sunderland 

 
1. Chair Alec McFadden welcomed all members to the meeting. 

 
2. Present: Norman Jemison, Rob Helmut Izaks, Louis Mulleague, Alec McFadden. 

 

3. Apologies:  Chris Lawlor, Phil Young, Mary Bell, Linzi Leonard, Stu Gilhespy, Sean Kelly, 
Martin Harrison, Jamie Robson, Geoff Wade, Alan Mardghum, John Scott, Adrian 
Hedley, Robert Latimer,  Martin Dent, Michael Ganley Chain, Gill Kelly, Darren 
Rushworth, Gary Baker, Zaf Iqbal, Martin Gannon, Lewis Atkinson MP, Helen Gancey, 
Simon Burdus. 
 

4. Minutes of May meeting were agreed as a true record. 
 

5. Matters arising: 
 

5.1. Helmut asked why the meeting time had been put back to 5-30 pm. The chair 
explained that the attendance had fallen, and we decided to consult members 
concerning none attendance and the early starting time was a problem for many. 
5.2.  Norman asked if any progress had been made on the proposed Transport Racist 
Survey, the chair reported this was on the agenda. 
 

6. Day of week for future meetings; Alec reminded all that over past three years all 
SPTUG meetings have taken place on Thursday evenings in the Fan Museum, however 
Sunderland AFC have qualified this season to play in Europa Cup, and these games 
will take place on Thursday evenings. Chris Lawlor the Secretary, had written to all 
members asking for suggestions for a new meeting day. The only day suggested was 
Friday. 
Norman asked that Friday should be ruled out. 
The chair opened the issue for discussion, and everyone present spoke on the issue, 
Monday evenings at 5-30 pm was unanimously agreed from September. The chair 
agreed to approach Michael Ganley to ensure there was a vacant room available.  
 

7.           SPTGU racist public transport survey, a long and detailed discussion took place to    
determine the steps that need to be taken to create and carry out an independent 
survey. All present spoke and put forward ideas and the following was agreed; 
* The survey would be carried out with a range of organisations involved including 
Nexus, Sunderland University, the Sikh community, NE Combined Authority, 
Community Police, Northeast Anti-Racism Coalition & the transport unions. 
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It was also agreed to invite the following organisations to participate, Sunderland City 
Council, Local MPs, Sunderland AFC, Interfaith Forum, Sunderland Bus Board, 
Sunderland BME network. 
*Louis will draft the survey and liaise with the secretary and chair, and approach 
Sunderland University to discuss the possibility of involving students in the work of the 
survey. 
*Alec will seek to involve the Transport Unions and local members of parliament and 
the Secretary of State for Transport Heidi Alexander.  All forms of transport will be 
included in the survey; Bus, rail, metro, ferry and taxi, the first stage is to draft a 
questionnaire. 
Louis felt this was an excellent discussion and will also involve his colleagues. 

 
8.    Bus Franchise Information Consultation- Louis gave a detailed report on the BFC 

taking place up to 26 September and urged all present and all our members and 
supporters to make their views and opinion heard. The policy of Government was for 
public transport to be taken back into public ownership. Timetables, transport, routes, 
destinations, pricing, purchase of vehicles, reduced fares for children, disabled people 
and pensioners will all be governed and decided by the people and elected councils 
not by private companies. 
This work is being done all over Britain including by the “Better Bus “campaign who are 
organising a national conference in October, it maybe with sending a couple of 
delegates once all details are available. 
 

9. Licensing. Rob asked that this issue was kept on agenda and could be included in the 
whole scheme of things under “Franchising “this was generally agreed. 
In closing the meeting Alec thanked all present for their contribution and the tasks set 
for the work ahead. 
 
Meeting closed 6-45 pm  

 
Date of next meeting is Monday 28th September 5-30pm in Fan Museum. 
 
Alec McFadden 
Chair & minute taker  
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